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1. Call to Order

Commissioner Vandersloot, Pro Tempore, calls meeting to order.

2. Roll Call

Commissioner Vandersloot, Pro Tempore, and Commissioner Real Bird, member, were both in
attendance. Heather Ready, Deputy CountyAttorney, AJ Espinoza, Road Superintendent, Mike
Opie, Accountant, Bowen Tubbs, Schutz Foss, were also in attendance.

Bid Opening Courtroom remodel

Bowen Tubbs, Schutz Foss, will do the bid opening for the District Courtroom remodel. ln
alphabetical order:

Jackson Contracting Group
Bid form included
Base Bid $520,200.00
Builders risk insurance $1,900.00
Acknowledge addendums 1 & 2 included.

Yellowstone Basin Construction
Base bid $506,000
Builders risk insurance $4,740
Bid bond included.
Acknowledge addendums 1 & 2

TW Ridley is the apparent low bidder. Schutz Foss will review the documents. The board will take it
under advisement.

3. Claim Approvals

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve claims 1143. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

4. Approve Minutes and Supporting Documents

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve minutes with the one conection from
November 26,2025. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Vandersloot and passed

unanimously.

5. Personnel/Legal

Old Business

New Business

Beartooth MOU

6

7

Heather Ready reviewed the MOU and it's the same as previous years. Commissioner Real Bird

f:IFri[mr'T[Im

TW Ridley Construction
Base bid $504,000
Builders risk insurance $780
Acknowledge addendums 1 & 2
Bid bond included.



entertained a motion to approve the MOU with the Beartooth MOU. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

Transfer property to Lodge Grass

Heather Ready, explained that these properties were unable to sell during the tax deed sale and the
board would like to transfer them to the Town of Lodge Grass. Commissioner Real Bird entertained a
motion to approve the property transfer of the two lots in Lodge Grass. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

Radio Tower NEPA

The is required to complete the lease for the radio tower. She worked with Mr. Melton from Eocene
out of Billings. She got three quotes and he was the lowest. Commissioner Real Bird entertained a
motion to approve the agreement with Eocene. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

Board of Viewers - 40 mile colony

The colony provided the lot book guarantee, and they have a completed petition to make their entire
road a county road. Commissioner Vandersloot entertained a motion to appoint Commissioner Real
Bird, AJ Espinoza and Chris Kosine to the board of viewers for the 40 Mile Coloney Road Petition.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Real Bird and passed unanimously.

Tax appeal board appointment

Commissioner Vandersloot entertained a motion to appoint Dan Kem, Vic Uffleman, Sue Riley, Bill
Hodges and Quincy Dabney to the Tax Appeals Board. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Real Bird and passed unanimously. Heather Ready, Deputy County Attorney, will be working with the
board.

Off-site Health Board meeting

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve resolution 2025-41 , a resolution that
informs the Board of County Commissioners will be attending the Health Board Meeting at the Big
Horn Center. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

8. Public Comments

L Discussion

Commissioner Vandersloot explains that he had Economic Development Director, Lawrence
Killsback, draft a letter to the Department of Public Health and Human Services Director expressing
the Board's disappointment in the selection process of the state mental health facility. lt is in their
email this morning, and he would like everyone to review it and would like to send it to the director
and everyone that was cc'd on the letter.

10. Adjourn

There being no other business, the board adjourned

Approved:
Pro T

Attest
Peri Schende tne, Deputy Clerk & Recorder
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A
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between
Big Horn County Commissioners

And the
Beartooth Resource Conservation and Development Area, lnc.

WHEREAS, The Beartooth RC&D has been formally recognized by the U.S. Department of
Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA) as a designated Economic
Development District (EDD), and as a District, the Beartooth RC&D has been awarded funding
to carry out the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS). This funding will
provide a staff person, administrative support and operating costs. This is a continual grant,

renewable based on successful program operation and availability offederal funds. Local

match is required.

NOW THEREFORE IT IS UNDERSTOOD AS FOTLOWS:

Beartooth RC&D employs an Economic Development Director to assist in the completion of the
Comprehensive Economic Development Strate8y for the five-county region. The Director'stime
will be allocated consistent with the goals in the CEDS by the Beartooth RC&D board of
directors. The board is composed of one representative and an alternate from business

partners, county and local elected officials and local economic development partners from our
five-county reBion. lnput from this board is essential for meeting the needs of the communities
in our region.

Priority will be assigned projects of regional scope or projects with strong local leadership.

Grant funding for this position is from EDA, therefore, emphasis will be on regional economic
development planning and projects which have a correlation to job creation, economic

diversification and increased tax base. Matching funds are from participating entities and

emphasis will be placed on their specified projects.

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING is made and entered into this 4A day of
Deccrnh.r , 202(, by and between the Beartooth Resource Conservation and
Development Area, lnc., whose principal business address is P.O. Box 180, Joliet, Montana,
59041, hereinafter referred to as "Beartooth RC&D" and Bis Horn Countv, Montana bv and
throush its Commissioners, hereinafter referred to as "County."

WHEREAS, Each entity participating in the District will designate a representative and an

alternate to the regional Beartooth RC&D Board. This individual will convey the needs and

economic development goals of the community to the Beartooth RC&D board meetings.
Regular board meetings will be held every two months to assess project status and evaluate

regional economic development needs.

ARTICLE 1: SCOPE OF WORK:



Annual Evaluation:

The performance of the Economic Development District will be evaluated annually by local
entities participating on the regional Beartooth RC&D Board. Progress and/or accomplishments
on each program/project will be reported and evaluated to ensure resources are being utilized
in the most effective and efficient manner possible. Annual Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy updates and an annual plan of work will be developed with input from
the Beartooth RC&D staff and board. Annual reports on projects and economic development
activities will be provided to the board and participating entities along with the renewal of the
Memorandum of Understanding.

The term of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be from Januarv 1,2028. through
December 31, 2026, unless extended by mutual agreement by both parties. Such extension
must be in writing, signed by authorized representatives of both parties, and made a part of the
original Memorandum of Understanding by modification reference. This Memorandum of
Understanding supersedes the prior Memorandum for participation in the Economic
Development District.

County's annual contribution will be One Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-Six and 95/100 Dollars
(S1,986.95). This includes a "Membership" fee in the amount of Seven Hundred Fifty (S75O.OO)
plus a per ca pita assessme nt ol 9-2/3 cents per person based on the population of !2,796 as
reported in the 2024 Census. These funds will provide the necessary match to obtain the
570,000 in federal funds. Entities who do not participate financially in the match requirement
will not receive services from the Economic Development Coordinator.

Annually, the Beartooth Rc&D /EDD staffwill provide a comprehensive report of the previous
year's activity. A new Memorandum of Understanding will be prepared and a request
submitted for the next year's match. County will be billed for the matching funds after January
1, 2026, for the current year's assessment.
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ARTICLE 2: PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE:

ARTICLE 3: PAYMENT:

Payment as provided in this section shall be full compensation for work performed, services
rendered and for all materials. supplies, equipment, and incidentals necessary to complete the
work.



The County or its representatives shall have the right to examine any books, records, or other
documents ofthe Beartooth RC&D, directly relating to costs when such costs are the basis of
compensation hereunder.

ARTICLE 5: OWNERSHIP AND USE OF DOCUMENTS:

Reproducible copies of all documents and other materials produced by the Beartooth RC&D in

connection with the services rendered under this Memorandum of Understanding shall be
provided to the County for the County's use whether the project for which they are made is

executed or not. The Beartooth RC&D shall be permitted to retain originals, including
reproducible originals, of drawings and specifications for information, reference and use in
connection with Beartooth RC&D endeavors.

ARTICLE 6: WARRANTY:

The Beartooth RC&D warrants that all services performed herein shall be performed using that
degree of skill and care ordinarily exercised in and consistent with generally accepted practices

for the nature of the services and shall conform to all requirements of this Memorandum of
Understanding.

The Beartooth RC&D agrees to fully comply with the Occupational Safety and Health Act of
1970, all regulations issued there under and all state laws and regulations enacted and adopted
pursuant thereto. The Beartooth RC&D shall take all necessary precautions in performing the
services hereunder to prevent injury to persons or damage to property.

The Beartooth RC&D agrees to hold in strict confidence any proprietary or other data, findings,

results, or recommendations deemed to be confidential by the County and obtained or
developed by the Beartooth RC&D in connection with the work under this Memorandum of
Understanding. The Beartooth RC&D warrants and agrees they do not and will not have any

conflicts of interest regarding the performance of services hereunder.

ARTICLE 9: APPTICABLE l-AW:

This Memorandum of Understanding shall be governed in all respects by the laws of the State

of Montana. No changes, amendments or modifications of any of the terms and conditions

hereof shall be valid unless agreed to in writin8. Venue of any proceeding arising hereunder

shall be the Twenty-Second Judicial District, Big Horn County.
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ARTICLE 4: EXAMINATION OF RC&D RECORDS:

ARTICLE 7: SAFETY:

ARTICLE 8: CONFIDENTIAtITY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:



The Beartooth RC&D shall in performing the services contemplated by this Memorandum of
Understanding, faithfully observe and comply with all federal, state, and local laws, ordinances
and regulations, applicable to the services to be rendered under this Memorandum of
Understanding, including but not limited to the Montana Human Rights Act, the Equal Pay Act
of 1963, the Civil Rights Act of L964, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990, PL 101-336, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act, [P.1. 111-48, 124 Stat. 119], if applicable, 18-5-401, MCA et
seq. concerning the Blind Enterprise Program's vending facility rules, and Executive Order No.
L2-2OL5 Amending and Providing For lmplementation of the Montana Sage Grouse
Conservation Strategy.

ARTICLE 11: CHANGES:

The parties, by mutual agreement, may, at any time during the term of this Memorandum of
Understanding and without invalidating the Memorandum of Understanding, make changes
within the general scope of theMemorandumof Understanding. Beartooth RC&D agreesto
perform such changed services. The county's priority list for project work within their county
can be changed at a ny time. ln such case, the District will beinformed of thischangeatthe
County's earliest convenience.

This Memorandum of Understanding may be terminated in whole or in part, in writing, by
either party in the event of substantial failure by the other party to fulfill its obligations under
this Memorandum of Understanding through no fault of the terminating party, provided that
no termination may be effected unless the other party is given: (1) not less than ten (10) days
written notice (delivered by certified mail, return receipt requested) of intent to terminate, and
(2) an opportunity for consultation with the terminating party prior to termination.

Upon such termination the county shall paythe Beartooth RC&D amounts due and unpaid for
services rendered as ofthe effective date of termination, and the Beartooth RC&D shall provide
to the County all materials, surveys, reports, data, and other information performed or
prepared as of such date.

The Beartooth Rc&D agrees to and does hereby indemnify and save the county, its officers,
officials and employees, harmless against and from:

1. Any and all claims and liabilities, including but not limited to costs, expenses, and
attorney fees arising from injury to, or death of, persons (including claims and liabilities for care
or loss of services in connection with any bodily injury or death) and including injuries, sickness,
disease, or death to Beartooth RC&D employees occasioned by a negligent act, omission, or
failure of the Beartooth RC&D;

Page 4

ARTICLE 10: COMPLIANCE WITH IAWS:

ARTICIE 12: TERMINATION:

ARTICLE 13: INDEMNIFICATION:



2. Any and all claims and liabilities. including costs and expenses, for loss or
destruction of or damage to any property of any person or entity, including but not limited to
property belonging to the Beartooth RC&D or the County, caused by a negligent act, omission,
or failure of the Beartooth RC&D and;

3. Any fines, penalties, or other amounts assessed against the County by reason of
the Beartooth RC&D failure to comply with all health, safety, and environmental laws and

regulations applicable to the services; resulting directly or indirectly from, or occurring in the
course ofthe Beartooth RC&D performance ofthe services. However, this indemnity shall not
extend to claims and liabilities for (i) injury or death to persons or (ii) loss of or damage to
property to the extent that these claims and liabilities result directly and solely from the
County's negligence or willful misconduct.

4. This Article, 13, INDEMNITY shall survive the termination of this Agreement

The Beartooth RC&D shall maintain and demonstrate the following types of insurance:

1. The Beartooth RC&D agrees that its employees and particularly the employees

designated to work on this Memorandum of Understanding are covered by applicable Worker's
Compensation provisions. The Beartooth RC&D further agrees that if the County should legally

incur any costs whatsoever under the Worker's Compensation laws by reason ofthe Beartooth
RC&D employees' injury or death while engaged in the contract work, the Beartooth RC&D will
indemnify and hold harmless the County for such costs which the County may be legally be

required to pay to employees of the Beartooth RC&D.

2. Comprehensive general liability insurance for bodily injury, death, or loss of or

damage to property ofthird persons or other liability due to the negligent acts ofthe Beartooth
RC&D in the minimum amounts of 5750,000 per occurrence and S1.5 million aggregate and an

automobile liability policy in the minimum amount of 51,000,000.00

3. Professional liability errors and omissions insurance in a minimum amount of
s1,000,000.00.

4. All insurance policies hereunder shall name the County as an additional insured

and provide that should Beartooth RC & D default in any manner under said insurance policy

that County be notified by the insurer prior to cancelation of said insurance policy. lt is
understood and agreed that Beartooth RC & D's insurance policy is primary to any other valid

and collectible insurance available. For any claims related to this Agreement, Beartooth RC &

D's insurance coverage shall be primary insurance as respects the County, its elected officials,

employees and attorneys. Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by the County, its

elected officials, employees, or attorneys shall be excess of the Beartooth RC & D's insurance

and shall not contribute with it. Upon request, proof of coverage as required by this section

shall be delivered to the County within fifteen (15) days of execution ofthis Agreement
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ARTICtE 14: INSURANCE:



indicating that it meets the requirements herein, including but not limited to confirmation by
Beartooth RC&D's insurance carrier that Beartooth RC&D's insurance is the primary insurance
as set forth above.

The Beartooth RC&D will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment
relating to this project on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, political ideas, sex, age,
marital status, physical or mental handicap or national origin. All hiring associated with any
project shall be on the basis of merit and qualifications related to the requirements of the
pa rticu lar position being filled.

The Beartooth RC&D and the County agree that the Beartooth RC&D is an independent
contractor with respect to the services provided pursuant to this Memorandum of
Understanding. Noth ing in this Memorandum of Understand ing shall be considered to create
the relationship of employer and employee between the parties hereto. Neither the Beartooth
RC&D nor any employee ofthe Beartooth RC&D shall be entitled to any benefits accorded
County employees by virtue of the services provided under this Memorandum of
Understanding. The county shall not be responsible for withholding or otherwise deducting
federal income tax or social security or for contributing to the state worker's compensation
program, nor shall the county be deemed in any way to assume the duties of an employer with
respect to the Beartooth RC&D, or any employee ofthe Beartooth RC&D.

waiver by the county of any provision of this Memorandum of Understanding or any time
limitation provided for in this Memorandum of Understanding shall not constitute a waiver of
any other provision.
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ARTICLE 15: NONDISCRIMINATION:

ln accordance with 49-3-207, MCA, and Executive Order No. O4-2OL6, Beartooth agrees that (i)
the hiring of persons, if any, to perform this Agreement will be made on the basis of merit and
qualifications and (ii) there will be no discrimination based on race. color, sex, pregnancy,
childbirth or medical conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth, political or religious
affiliation or ideas, culture, creed, social origin or condition, genetic information, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, national origin, ancestry, age, physical or mental
disability, military service or veteran status, or marital status by the persons performing this
Agreement.

ARTICLE 15: INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR:

ARTICtE 17: ASSIGNMENT:

The Beartooth RC&D shall not sublet or assign any of the services covered by this Memorandum
of Understanding without the express written consent of the County.

ARTICtE 18: NON-WAIVER:



Article 19: EQUAL PARTIES:

County and Beartooth RC&D acknowledge and agree that the parties are experienced and
competent business professionals who have been given an opportunity to consult with an
attorney concerning this Agreement. Therefore, no provision of this Agreement, including any

amendment or addendum, shall be construed against the party who drafted this Agreement.

Any Notice to be served hereunder may be served upon the parties personally or served by
certified mail, return receipt. Notice served by mail shall be deemed complete upon deposit of
said notice in any United States Post Office, postage prepaid, directed to the party to be served,
at the following add resses:

COUNTY: Big Horn Countv
P.O. Box 908
Hardin, MT 59034 Joliet, MT 59041

This Memorandum of Understanding together with attachments or addenda represents the
entire and integrated Agreement between the County and the Beartooth RC&D and supersedes

all prior negotiations, representations, or agreements, written or oral. This Memorandum of
Understanding may be amended only by written instrument signed by both the County and the
Beartooth RC&0.

lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals to this
Memorandum of Understanding the day and year in this instrument first above written.

BIG HORN COUNTY COMMISSION

Pete Big Hair Ryan VanBallegooyen, Chairman

rry Vandersloot

eor eR

RC&D: Beartooth RC&D Area, lnc.
P.O, 8ox 180

ATTEST:

ird lll

Date: 12 / LJ /ca
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ARTICLE 20: NOTICEST

ARTICLE 21: INTEGRATED AGREEMENT:

BEARTOOTH RC&D AREA, INC.

il*l^L--



Retum to:
Town of Lodge Grass
P.O. Box 464
Lodge Grass, MT 59050

QUIT CLAIM DEED

For valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, the undersigned Board of
Commissioners of Big Hom County, Montana, a political subdivision of the State of Montana, with a mailing
address of P.O. Box 908, Hardin, MT 59034 ("Grantor") hereby conveys, releases, remises, and forever quit
claims to the Town of Lodge Grass, of P.O. Box 464, Lodge Grass, MT 59050 ("Grantee") and to its successor
and assigrrs forever all ofGrantor's right, title, and interest in real property situated in Big Hom County, Montana
more particularly described as follows, to wit:

Lots 9 and 10, Block 4, of Original Townsite of Lodge Grass, Big Hom County, Montana,
according to the official plat on file in the office of the Clerk and Recorder ofsaid County, under
Document #7702.

Together with any appurtenances.

Dated this day of /rr*..1-o 202s.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BIG HORN CO , MONTANA

Vandersloot, Presiding Offi cer

STATE OF MONTANA )

)

SS

County of Big Hom

This instrument was acknowledged before me on 2025 by Larry Vandersloot as
Presiding OIficer of the Board of Commissioners of Big Hom County, a political subdivision of the State of
Montana.

(s Signature of notarial offi
HEAITGB AIYOIIE
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Retum to;
Town ofLodge Grass
P.O. Box 464
Lodge Grass, MT 59050

QUIT CLAIM DEED

The North 65 feet ofLot 4, All ofLots 5 and 6, Block 1, Original Town ofLodge Grass, Big Hom
County, Montana, according to the plat on file in the office of the Clerk and Recorder of Big Hom
County, Montana.

Together with any appurtenances.

Dated this day of /e-r,,-2u 2ozs.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BIG HORN , MONTANA

Larry Vandersloot, Presiding Offrcer

STATEOFMONTANA )
:ss

County of Big Hom )

This instrument was acknowledged before me on UD :"4 2025 by Larry Vandersloot as

Presiding Offrcer of the Board of Commissioners of Big Hom County, a political subdivision of the State of
Montana.

(SEAL) Signature of notarial officer

HANCiAfiOTfE
Or rY PUBatr ftlt ll

Srf ol lld{rl.
iifigaloffyilrlfi.ftr

ftccrtnbdon Ephr
Mly 1,2@8

For valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, the undersigred Board of
Commissioners of Big Hom County, Montana, a political subdivision of the State of Montana, with a mailing
address of P.O. Box 908, Hardin, MT 59034 ("Grantor") hereby conveys, releases, remises, and forever quit
claims to the Town of Lodge Grass, of P.O. Box 464, Lodge Grass, MT 59050 ("Grantee") and to its successor
and assigns forever all ofGrantor's right, title, and interest in real property situated in Big Hom County, Montana
more particularly described as follows, to wit:
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Eocene*

-

Environmental Group

December 2, 2025

Heather Ready
Deputy Big Horn County Attorney
Big Horn County
P.O. Box 908
Hardin, Montana 59034
hready@ bighorncountymt. gov
(406) 665-9705

RE: Scope of Work for Big Horn County Radio Tower Site Project-National
Environmental Policy Act compliance

Dear Ms. Ready:

Pursuant to your request, Eocene Environmental Group, lnc. (Eocene) is pleased to submit a
Scope of Work (SOVU and cost estimate for environmental services associated with Big Horn
County's Radio Tower Site Project (Project) located in Big Horn County, Montana.

Eocene understands that Big Horn County is seeking National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
compliance associated with their existing radio tower emergency communications facility site in
Billings for a new business lease application with the Bureau of lndian Affairs (BlA) Rocky
Mountain Regional Office. The level of NEPA compliance required has not yet been determined;
however, based on Eocene's understanding and experience, we anticipate that a Categorical
Exclusion (CE) will be sufficient documentation for BIA NEPA compliance. Tasks anticipated to
support the CE include a kickoff meeting and CE document.

Provided below is a SOW detailing 1) the tasks, deliverables, and schedule, and 2) a cost estimate
for each task.

We appreciate the opportunity to present this proposal for your review. These costs are provided
as time and materials on a not-to-exceed basis. lf the work tasks and cosls are acceptable to you,
we are available to begin on this project immediately following formal Notice to Proceed (NTP) or
conlract. Please contact me directly if you have any questions aboutthis information at (406) 321-
2667 or wmelton@eocene.com.

Sincerely,

?,0(llth/a ,. 7/{dti,1
William "Jim" Melton
Senior Environmental Planner
Eocene Environmental Group, lnc

Forestry & Utility - Environmental
Technology & lnnovation - Sustainability

aocCnc.com
5930 Grand Avenue

West Des Moines, lA 50266



SCOPE OF WORK
Task 1 National Environmental Policy Act Compliance

Eocene understands that the BIA has not yet determined the level of NEPA compliance required
for the Project. Based on our experience, we anticipate that a CE will be sufficient for NEPA
compliance. Activities associated with the CE will include a Project kickoff meeting and a CE
document (Draft and Final).

Task 'l a Project Kickoff Meeting
A Project kickoff meeting is anticipated to be held in person at the BIA Rocky Mountain Regional
Office in Billings. lt is anticipated that this meeting will include a Project presentation to determine
the level of NEPA compliance necessary for the new business lease application, as well as
proposed deliverables and schedule. Eocene's Senior Environmental Planner William "Jim"
Melton will attend this meeting in person lo provide appropriate support.

Eocene will support this kickoff meeting by preparing and/or supporting a meeting agenda, Project
summary and purpose and need description, and post-meeting notes, as appropriate. Additional
exhibits may be prepared, as needed, in addition to the site survey plat map(s), which are to be
provided by a third party (Stahley Engineering & Associates).

Task 1b Draft Categorical Exclusion
Eocene will prepare a Draft CE in compliance with BIA standards and the requirements of the
United States Department of the lnterior Handbook of NEPA Procedures, Section 109 Part 3
Microwave, Meteorological, and Radio Towers, with direction from the BIA Rocky Mountain
Regional Ofiice, Environmental Division. The CE is anticipated to utilize the BIA's Categorical
Exclusion Exception Review (CEER) checklist. No resource evaluations, field surveys, or
engineering support are anticipated to prepare the CEER.

Upon completion, the Draft CE will be submitted to Big Horn County and the BIA for review and
comment prior to finalization (Task 1c).

Task 1c Final Categorical Exclusion
Eocene will prepare a Final CE based on the Draft CE review/comments from Big Horn County
and the BlA. The Final CE will be submitted for final review and approval of new business lease
for the Project.

Deliverables

. Meeting agenda and notes

. Draft and Final CE (electronic)

Schedule

o The Project kickoff meeting will be scheduled within 1 week of NTP

o The Draft CE will be prepared and submitted for BIA and Big Horn County review within
2 weeks of NTP

o The Final CE will be prepared and submitted within 1 week of Draft approval (no later than
November 15, 2025)

SEocene-
t ar,';h;',rJ c,xp a66.875 5527



Assumptions

. Project NTP will be provided no later than December 5, 2025

. The Project kickofi meeting will be held in person in Billings within 1 week of NTP

. The Project kickoff meeting will determine the level of NEPA compliance required

. A CE will be sufficient for NEPA compliance for the Project

. The CE will be prepared using the BIA'S CEER checklist

. Should additional NEPA documentation and/or compliance be necessary, it will be at
additional cost

. No resource evaluations (i.e., cultural resources, biological resources, aquatic resources),
field surveys, or engineering support are anticipated to be completed by Eocene; should
additional services be required, it will be at additional cost

. The Draft CE will be submitted to Big Horn County and the BIA for review and comment

. Only a single round of Draft review is anticipated

. The Final CE will be submitted within 30 days of NTP, or upon BIA Draft CE approval

. Should unforeseen delays in agency review occur, the Final deliverables deadline may be

extended accordingly

COST ESTIMATE

$7,931.90Task 1 NEPA Compliance

$2.670.90Task 1a Project Kickoff Meeting

$3,334.50Draft Categoical ExclusionTask 1b

$1,926.50Task 1c Final Categoical Exclusion

$7,931.90TOTAL

TABLE 1

COST SUMMARY

Z Eocene-
J'.'".-,',',r,,,1 866 875 5527

CostTask Description



NOTICE TO PROCEED
lf you agree to the terms of this Scope of Work, please sign and date as your Notice to Proceed.

Project Name:
Big Horn County Radio Tower Site Project-NEPA Compliance

Client: Board of Commissioners
Big Horn County

Eocene Environmental Group, lnc.

Signature /.rZo,L(7oruo*
Lawrence Big Hair, Presiding Officer *r." Lina.* grK*

I itle Reqional Manager

George Real Bird lll, Member Ematl levenson@eoce .com

Date 1210212025

Larry Vandersloot, Member

Project Start Date:
December 4, 2025, ot upon contract signature

Project End Date*:
March 31, 2026

*Contract may be renewed or extended, as needed.

13Eocene*
ttr{,. *"rr ri.,' 866 475 5527



Eocene Environmental Group ("Eocene") and Big Hom County, a political subdivision ofthe State

of Montana ("County"), have entered into this Addendum to supplement the Scope of Work For
Big Horn County Radio Tower Site ProjecrNational Environmental Policy Act Compliance
("Scope of Work").

L Compliance with Local, State and Federal Laws. The parties each respectively

understand that they are bound by applicable state and federal law and local ordinances.
This includes, but is not limited to, the Montana Human Rights Act, the Equal Pay Act of
1963, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans
with Disabilities Act of I 990, PL l0 l-336, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of I 973, the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, [P.L. lll-48, 124 Stat. I l9], ifapplicable, l8-
5-401, MCA et seq. concerning the Blind Enterprise Program's vending facility rules, and

Executive Order No. l2-201 5 Amending and Providing For Implementation of the

Montana Sage Grouse Conservation Strategy. [n accordance wlth 49-3-207, MCA, and

Executive Order No. 04-2016, the parties agree that (i) the hiring of persons, if any, to
perform this Contract will be made on the basis of merit and qualification and (ii) there

will be no discrimination based on race, color, sex, pregnancy, childbirth or medical

conditions related to pregnancy or childbirth, political or religious afliliation or ideas,

culture, creed, social origin or condition, genetic information, sexual orientation, gender

identity or expression, national origin, ancestry, age, physical or mental disability, military
service or veteran status, or marital status by the persons performing the work described in

the Scope of Work.

2. Venue. The Scope of Work shall be governed by and construed according to the

laws of the State of Montana. The parties irrevocably consent to the exclusive personal

jurisdiction of, and venue in, the Montana Twenty-Second Judicial District Court, Big Horn

County, or the United States District Court for the District of Montana.

3. Insurance. Eocene shall purchase and nraintain occurrence insurance coverage with
combined single linrits for bodily injury. personal injury. and property darnage of
$ I ,000.000 per occurrence and $ | "000.000 aggregate per year to cover such c laims as may

be caused by any act. onrission. or negligence of Eocene or their otllcers. agenls,

representatives. assigns. or subcontractors which mal'arise tionr operations under the

Scope ol' Work. TlTe Coutrly. and its officers. and enrployees are ltr be covered atrd

listed as additional irrsureds. for liability arising out of activities perfornred by or on

behall of Eocene.

4. lndemnification. Eocene agrees to protecl and def'end the Countl'. its elected and

appointed olficials. agenls. and employees. r,r,hile actir.rg wilhin tlre scope of the ir duties.

hanrrless liom and against all claints. dentands, causes of action, including the cost of

ADDENDUM TO SCOPE OF WORK



defense thereof, arising in favor olEocene's employees or third parties on accounl ol'
bodily or personal injuries. death. or damage to propen), arising out of services
perfbrmed or omissions of Eocene and/or its agents. employees. representatives. assigns.

subcontractors. except when the cause of action arises from the sole rregligence of the

County. under the Scope of Work.

Dated this l8th day ofNovember, 2025.

Eocene Environmental Group, Inc.

br/a4rLau<n4oto
A1r linUly Ar"nson, Regional Manager
Email : levenson@eocene.com

Dated this 2 day of December .2025

Big Horn County, Montana,
a political subdivision of the State of Montana

Bv its Board of Commissioners:

Lawrence Big Hair, Presiding Officer

Bird III Member

Larry Vandersloot. Member

Attest:

Peri Schenderline.
Deputy Clerk and Recorder



COI.INTY OF BIG HORN, MONTANA

RESOLUTION 2025. LII

PREAMBI,E:

A Resolution that a quorum of the Board of Commissioners of Big Hom County will attend the
Health Board Meeting at the Big Hom Center.

In accordance with MCA 7-5-2101(l), the board of county commissioners has jurisdiction and

power, under such limitations and restrictions as are prescribed by law, to represent the county

and have the care of the county property and the management of the business and concems of the

county.

Pursuant to MCA 7-5-2122(3), the board may, by resolution and having provided at least two
days'posted public notice in accordance with MCA 7-1-2123, designate another meeting time or
place.

A quorum of the Board of Commissioners desires to attend the Heath Board meeting Decernber
12,2025.

THEREFORE:

A quorum ofthe Board of Commissioners of Big Hom County hereby resolves to attend the

Heath Board meeting held Decernber 12,2025 at the Big Hom Center, located as 210 N
Mitchell, Hardin, Montana.

The Board further directs that notice shall be posted in conformity with MCAT-I-2123-

ENACTED:

This 4lx darol I} e n lar,f ,2025, in Hardin, Montana.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BIG HORN COTJNTY, MONTANA

Lawrence Big Hair, Presiding O{ficer

Larry andersloot, Mernber

AFest:

J), i n l)on o) oL l,
Peri Schenderline
Deputy Clerk and Recorder

RECITALS:

Bird III. Member


