
BIG HORN COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS

121 3rd St W
Room 30'l

Hardin, MT 59034

BIG HORN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS MINUTES

Fobtuary 22,2021
9:30 AM

1. Call to Order

Commissioner Vandersloot, Presiding Officer calls meeting to order.

2. Roll Call

Commissioner Vandersloot, Presiding Officer, Commissioner Real Bird, member and Commissioner
Big Hair, member were all in attendance.

(SIGN-IN SHEET)

3. Claim Approvals

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve Claims 1 185, 1 192, 1 193. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Big Hair and passed unanimously.

4. Approve Minutes and Supporting Documents

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve minutes from February 8,2024. The motion
was seconded by Commissioner Big Hair and passed unanimously.

5. Personnel/Legal

Jackie Sweize, Associated Employers, gave an update on drug and alcohol testing, she is waiting for
the business manager from the Hospital to get a hold of her. Discussion ensues.

Termination

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve the termination recommendation. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

6. Old Business

7. New Business

Sheriff Appointment

Commissioner Vandersloot explains that the appointment of lnterim Sheriff will hold the position until
December 31 , 2024. fhe candidates have been interviewed and applications were reviewed by the
Board. The Board also held public hearings and heard from constituents. Commissioner Real Bird

explains he visited with MACo and legal counsel on this appointment process and being fair, all
candidates were missing something from all their packets and is wondering they should reopen it.

Heather Ready, Deputy County Attorney, explains it would be up to the commissioners.
Commissioner Big Hair doesn't want to reopen it at this time. Commissioner Vandersloot calls for any
motions. No motions were made. With no motion, Jeramie Middlestead will remain lnterim Sheriff
under Resolution 2024-7 until further notice or December 31,2024. The Resolution presented today
will die today due to lack of a motion.

Warman Loop

Commissioner Big Hair excuses himself. Lindsey Higa, western federal lands, Talena Adams, Matt

Boppi, Daniel Christianson, Gabe Krumbein attended via zoom. Lindsey goes through presentation

recapping what has happened since the last time we met. The project was advertised to small
businesses in October with the bid opening in November and didn't receive any. They reopened to
larger construction companies and awarded it in early February. anytime money is transferred there
needs to be a funds transfer agreement. Notice to proceed will be in April but that doesn't mean you'll

see anyone on site until June or July. The committee approved the additional funds on Tuesday.

Jeanne Torske, explains the ROW for the tribal portion was sent this morning. The engineers have

submitted the property description to BIA three times now and they've tweaked it each time.

fJlilltrTllfdrlrlIllI

Membor6
George Real Bird lll, Presiding Officer

Larry Vandersloot, Member
Lawrence Pete Big Hair, l\4ember



Govemment Study

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve Resolution 2024-11 for the Government
study commission. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Vandersloot and passed
unanimously.

Big Horn County Detention Center Bond Engagement Letter

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve Resolution 2024-12 to hire Dorcy Whitney
as bond counsel. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

House District 41 Nominee

Commissioner Real Bird entertained a motion to approve Gayle Lammers as the House District 41
nominee. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Vandersloot and passed unanimously.

8. Public Comments

9. Discussion

Trial Balance

Denis Rios, Treasurer, goes over the January's Trial Balance. January was uneventful and she's
getting ready for the tax deed sale.

10. Adjourn

There being no other business, the board adjourned.

Presiding Officer

ntt""t, Ad&[.ordn nluJ,
Peri Schenderline, Deputy Clerk & Recorder

App
La ers
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COUNTY OF BIG HORN, MONTANA
RESOLUTTON 2024- ll

PREAMBLE:

A Resolution calling for an election on the question of conducting a local govemment review
and establishing a study commission to do so.

RECITALS:

TIIEREFORE:

The Bomd of Commissioners hereby resolves:

I . Big Hom County hereby calls for an election on the question of conducting a local

govemment review and electing a study commission to be held at the primary election on

lune 4,2024.

2. If the voters decide in favor of conducting a local government review, a study

commission comprised of three mernbers (or other odd number of members gredter than

3) shall be elected at the general election ofNovember 5'2024.

3. Pursuant to MCA 7-3-175 the question ofconducting a local government review shall

be submitted to the electors in substantially the following form:

Vote for one:

[] FOR the review of the govemment of Big Horn county and the establishment and

irnding, not to exceed (insert dollar or mill amount), ofa local govemment study

commiision consisting of (insert number of members) mernbers to examine the

govemment of Big Hom County and submit recommendations on the govemment'

[] AGAINST the review of the govemment of Big Hom county and the establishmert

and funding, not to exceed (insert dollar or mill amount), of a local govemment study

commission consisting of (insert number of members) members to examine the

govemment of Big Hom County and submit recommendations on the govemment'

ENACTED:

This -?,9,-'l day of
Board of Commissioners of B om County, Montana.

2O24, in Hardin, Montana, at a regular session ofthe

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BIG HORN CO , MONTANA

Larry Vandersloot, Presiding Offrcer

In accordance with Article XI, Section 9, of the Constitution of the State of Montana, each unit
oflocal govemment shall conduct an election once every ten years to determine whether the

local govemment will undertake a local govemment review procedure.

In accordance with MCA 7-3-173(2), the governing body shall call for an election, to be held on

the primary election date, on the question ofconducting a local government review and

establishing a study commission.

The Board of Commissioners of Big Hom County is the goveming body of Big Hom County.
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Lawrence Big Hair, Member

ATTEST:

Peri Schenderline
Deputy Clerk and Recorder

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

County Attomey
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COUNry OF BIG HORN, MONTANA

RESOLUTION 2024- IZ

PREAMBLE:

A Resolution to hire Dorsey & Whitney LLP to serve as bond counsel for the proposed issuance

ofbonds for construction ofa detention center.

RECITALS:

In accordance with MCA 7-5-2101(1), the board ofcounty commissioners has jurisdiction and
power, under such limitations and restrictions as are prescribed by law, to represent the county

and have the care of the county property and the management of the business and concems of the

county.

ln accordance with MCA 7 -7 -2501(1), a county may issue county revenue bonds to finance any
project or activity authorized by Montana law.

In accordance with MCA 7 -7 -2201(l), the board of county commissioners may issue, negotiate,

and sell coupon bonds for the purpose ofacquiring land for sites and grounds for a public
building or buildings ofany kind within the county and under its control, which the county has

lawful authority to acquire or erect, control, and maintain.

In accordance with MCA 7 -7 -2201(3), the board of county commissioners may issue, negotiate,

and sell coupon bonds for the purpose of constructing, erecting, or acquiring by purchase

necessary public buildings within the county and making additions to and repairing buildings.

It is necessary to hire bond counsel to represent and assist the County with the proposed issuance

ofbonds for the purpose of constructing a detention facility.

THEREFORE:

The Board of commissioners, Big Hom county, Montan4 hereby hires Dorsey & whitney LLP

to serve as bond counsel.

The commissioners are authorized to sigrr the engagement letter prepared by Dorsey & whitney
LLP.

EFFECTIVE:

This Resolution shall be effective when signed

ENACTED:

This a24ay of Ehrtrrr cr rJ-, 2024, in Hardin, Montana.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BIG HORN CO , MONTANA

loot, Presiding OfficerLarry V

Bird III, Mem



Lawrence Big Hair, Member

Peri Schenderline
Clerk and Recorder

ATTEST:

-0,,'Sh[r.J o,l).tr o



Board of County Commissioners
Jeanne Torske
January 'l'l , 2024
Page 2

prepare the final bond resolution and form of Bonds;

arrange for and supervise the printing of the Bonds;

coordinate with the County administration regarding the adoption of resolutions
and other actions to be taken by the Board of County Commissioners;

review those portions of the otficial stat6ment relating to the Bonds, their security
and, if appropriate, lhe exemption of the inlerest on the Bonds from stat€ and
federal income tax;

review the transcript of proceedings for compliance with law;

prepare closing documents and supervise the closing;

deliver an unqualified opinion of bond counsel to the County and the purchaser of
the Bonds as to the validity of and, as appropriate, tax-exempl nature of the
Bonds; and

'10. if appropriate, prepare tax compliance procedures and a resolution approving
those procedures.

The fee for our services is a function of the size of the bond issue and the amount of
time expended in performing all of these services. Based on an estimated bond issue in the
principal amount of approximately up to $16,000,000, we estlmate a fee of approximately
$25,000 to $30,000, plus out-of-pocket disbursements, if any. We would expect to be paid at
the time of closing on the Bonds in connection with our work on the issuance of the Bonds
following a successful election. Should the bond election fail, we would bill you for some or all
of our time related to the bond proceedings through the election date. This estimate assumes
the Bonds would be issued in one series in the full principal amount authorized and that we
would not prepare the official statement. lf, as we proceed, we discover any facts that would
cause us to exceed the estimates, we would let the County know.

It is mutually understood that the seMces set forth in this letter are solely for the benefit
of the County.

We understand the Bonds may be sold to D.A. Davidson & Co. (the 'Purchaser"). We
wish to point out that the Purchaser is a broker-dealer who has been or is a client of this firm
with respect to matters other than the proposed financing for the County. We do not and will not
represent the Purchaser in this transaction, although it will be entitled to rely on our opinion.
While in a negotiated sale of the Bonds to the Purchaser the interests of the County and the
Purchaser may be'adverse' under applicable elhics rules, it is our understanding that the
County and the Purchaser (i) each consent to our acting as counsel to the County in this
financing and (ii) each consent to our representation of the Purchaser and County, as the case
may be, in other contemporaneous and future matters unrelated to this financing. lf our
understanding is not correct, please contact me directly.

J

4

5

6

7.

8.

9.
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January 11,2024

Board of County Commissioners
Jeanne Torske, Big Horn County Attorney
Big Horn County
P.O. Box 908
Hardin, MT 59034

DAN SEM ENS
3€mmans.dsn@dor8€y.com

Via Email

General Obligation Bonds
Big Horn County, Montana

Dear Commissioners and Jeanne:

The purposes of this letter are to outline the services we would provide as bond counsel
to Big Horn County, Montana (the "County'') with regard to its proposed issuance of bonds for
the purpose of paying the costs of constructing an addition to and remodeling the Big Horn

County Detention Center (the "Proiect"). The purpose of this letter is to describe the services
we provide and give the County an estimate of our fees for services relating to the general

obligation bonds (the "Bonds").

As bond counsel our principal function is to render an unqualified opinion with resp€ct to
the authorization and issuance of the Bonds. The opinion is rendered in written form at the time
the Bonds are delivered to the purchaser. The opinion would be addressed to the purchaser

and the County, and both parties are entitled to rely on it. The opinion addresses three basic
matters:

1 the validity of the Bonds, based upon the proceedings taken in their authorization
and issuance;

2. certain matters relating to the security for the payment of the Bonds; and

3. if the Bonds are issued as tax-exempt obligations, lhe exemptions from current
federal and state income taxation of the interest payable on the Bonds

ln our capacity as bond @unsel, we are happy to participate in County meetings and

would expect to prepare the resolution calling for the bond election, including the forms of the
notice of election and the ballot and related election proceedings. ln addition, we will provide

the following services to the County in connection with the Bonds:

1. advise the County with respecl to state statutory and federal tax code
requirements relating to the issuance of the Bonds;

if the Bonds are sold by negotiated sale through an underwriter, prepare the
initial authorizing resolution relating to the Bonds and review the Bond Purchase
Agreement:

2

oorsey & whitney LLP ll25BankStreet lSuite600 lMissoula,[,T 159802-4407 lr 406'7216025 |F406'5430863 I

Re:



Board of County Commissioners
Jeanne Torske
Jansary 11 , 2024
Page 3

lf our proposal to act as counsel is acceptable to the County, please have this letter
executed below by an appropriate representative of the County and return a copy lo us. You
may retain this copy for your files.

We look forward to working with you and the County.

Very truly yours,



Board of County Commissioners
Jeanne Torske
January 11, 2024
Page 4

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The undersigned acknowledges receipt of the attached and foregoing engagement letter dated
-ter.ru,arrr,A ,2024, and confirms, on behatf of the County, the County's consent to the
represe;tAtion described therein.

Accepted this J2 day of Febrtron | ,2024

BIG HORN COUNTY, NTANA

lls: /-o1 ..4^. .t /Z ."r-.---
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Blg tloln County I Blghomcoun@blghorncountyml.gov

February 22, 2024

(lhristi Jacobsen
Montana Secretary of State
Montana Capitol Building
Room 260
PO Box 202801
Helena, MT 59620

Re: Selection of Appointee for House District 4l

In accordance with MCA 5-2'402, this letter officially fulfrlle the obligation to frll a vacancy

of Houee District 41. The Commiseioners of Big Horn, Rosebud and Powder River counties

confirm the appointmcnt of Gayle Lammers ofHardin, Montana lo serve until the end of
Representative Green's term.

SincerelS',

Big Horn County
()ommissioners

t,a Vandersloot

Rosebud ()ounty

Commissioners
Powder River Oounty
Commissioners

Ed Jr-riner lre Randall

al Ritd lll Robert ll. lce John Olson

l,nwrence Pete Big Hair Scott Hein L<rri Fortncr

I l,i-t-tlflrr r

Dear Secretary of State,

4----. r>--?g@-

Pc Bc;x 908 tlordtn Ml 591.)34


